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I recently read an article in the January issue 
of Psychology Today that spoke of the òParadox of 
Purpose.ó It noted that many of us focus only on big, 
audacious goals, overlooking the accessible and 
abundant purpose found in everyday faithfulness. 
When our sense of purpose is tied only to lofty 
achievements, we can lose joy and feel discouraged. 
But òlittle purpose,ó showing up each day, acting with 
gratitude, doing what brings meaning, offers a 
sustainable and life-giving way forward.  

I encourage each of us to embrace this kind of 
purpose. Pray for someone. Offer kindness. Ask God 
to show you, in small and simple ways, how you might 
share the joy and good news of Christ. As we move 
through this year, remember the wisdom often 
attributed to St. Augustine: òPreach the Gospel at all 
times; when necessary, use words.ó 

Happy New Year! 

Every blessing, 

The Rev. Dr. Mario Conliffe, Rector 

I believe that each new year gives us a natural pause, 
a moment to reset. Not necessarily through formal 
resolutions (I donõt have the best track record when 
it comes to New Yearõs resolutions), but through 
reflection. The turning of the calendar reminds us 
that time is moving forward and that we are, indeed, 
growing older. It invites an honest question: Do we 
want to continue as we are, or is God calling us into 
something more? 

As the new year began, I found myself thinking about 
intention and execution. Many of us have good 
intentions. For example, I often intend to spend time 
reading or reflecting, yet find myself scrolling social 
media instead. My intentions and my actions do not 
always align. Have you ever experienced that? I 
suspect most of us have. This realization led me to 
reflect on our life together as a parish. We intend to 
be a vibrant and welcoming church, I hope, one filled 
with people on Sunday mornings who are excited 
about God and alive with faith. But are we living in 
ways that bring that intention to life?  

As we enter this new year, I invite us to reflect on our 
mission and Godõs call to take faithful, righteous 
risks, risks that express our joy in the Gospel and 
draw others to Jesus. On the First Sunday After 
Epiphany, we celebrated the Baptism of Jesus. That 
moment reminds us that Jesus did not walk alone; a 
community helped lead Him to the waters of baptism. 
In the same way, if we desire growth and renewal in 
our church, we must be intentional about helping 
others encounter Christ and bringing them to the 
waters of transformation and joy. Sometimes this is as 
simple as inviting someone to come to church with 
you. Sometimes, it is a little more involved. 
Nonetheless, let us pray this year that God will make 
us willing vessels, people who give ourselves fully in 
faith, share the Good News, and live more 
intentionally as witnesses of Christõs love.  
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Sunday Worship at St. Bõs 

J oin us for Sunday worship! We worship in the Church at 8:00 and 10:30 am.  

You can also join us for our 10:30 am worship on Zoom.  

Go to our website to find the link:  www.stbs-md.org/services 

AND, you can come early to have some fun at our Zoom Coffee Hour. 

h Worship 

Some 2026 Sacred Dates & Celebrations 
January 19:  Martin Luther King Day of Service 

January 24:  Vestry & Leaders Retreat, 9:00 am-Noon 
February 2:  Feast of the Presentation 

February 8:  Youth Sunday 
February 15:  HBCU Sunday and Evensong 

February 18:  Ash Wednesday 
March 7:  Lenten High Tea, 4:00 pm 

March 29:  Palm Sunday and Bishop Carrieõs Visitation 
April 5:  Easter Day 

April 19:  Annual Parish Meeting 
April 24-26:  Womenõs Retreat 

June 14:  Choir Concert, 7:30 pm 
September 11:  Flea Market Pre-Sale 
September 12:  St. Bõs Flea Market 

September 20:  Celebration of St. Bartholomewõs Day 
October 4:  Blessing of Animals  

October 31:  Trunk or Treat 
November 7:  St. Bõs Christmas Bazaar 

December 25:  Christmas Day 
December:  Daughters of the King Quiet Day  
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Special Thanks to Our Music Department  

by Barbara Yeager 

Those of us who attended the Christmas Eve 
service were all inspired by such glorious music 
rendered by our Ted Davis and our choir. The 
selections were inspiring and the choir was surely 
prepared to carry each one through. What a joy it is 
to attend a church with such a wonderful choir and 
director! We are all so very lucky since we get to 
hear such outstanding music each week. I know just 
how many hours it takes for choirs to learn the 
music in order to give us such a wonderful 
outpouring of special music Sunday after 
Sunday. Ted, keep up the good work, and I for one 
appreciate all you do to make our services so 
uplifting!  

When I retired as an organist and choir director I 
had to find a church where I would enjoy the music 
each Sunday. Flo pointed me to St. B's and the 
minute I heard the music I was "hooked." That was 
about 20 years ago. I must also add that the 
Postludes add a special ending to our services. I 
know many people are enjoying hearing our 
beautiful organ with such a Master at the keyboard. 
I know it surely lifts my spirits! 

Handbell Choir  

The handbell choir rehearses each second and fourth Tuesday of the month throughout this year. New 
members are welcomed and may contact Willis Keeling at 410-947-5507 for additional information.  
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The Choir School of West Baltimore to announces the start of the Winter Session on January 15, 2026.  The 
classes are free and open to all kids in grades 3 - 8.   Classes are on Thursday evenings from 5:30 - 6:30 PM at 
St. B's.  No experience is necessary.   The students receive vocal training, learn to read music, make new 
friends and have lots of fun on special social event days.   

 

Call Corinne at 410-599-3143 to register or you can register your child on St. B's home page.  Just scroll down 
to the Choir School link. 

Music g 

Choir School of West Baltimore Winter Session  
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Charlestown and Edmondson Village Events 
by Corinne Bowmaker 

On December 11, 2025, students from the Choir School of West Baltimore and members of the St. 
Bartholomew Choir joined our St. B's parishioners who live at Charlestown and other residents to sing some of 
our favorite Christmas carols. We gathered by a roaring fireplace outside the Chesapeake Restaurant and sang 
carols for a very appreciative crowd. It was a lovely way to make some warm connections between the church 
and our many parishioners who reside at Charlestown. And perhaps the start of an annual Christmas tradition! 
Thanks to Chilton Knudsen, Susan Lundin, Laurie Brady, Ted Davis, Diane Mountain and all those who 
helped this to happen!   

The following evening, members of the choir went caroling at the second annual Edmondson Village Holiday 
celebration. On a very cold night, they sang carols for those braving the cold for the festivities. The hot cocoa 
definitely helped!   
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Breakfast With a Side of Faith!  
Hey, men of St. Bõs!  

The third Saturday of each month at 8:30 am,  
join Jesus and other men from St. Bõs and friends for food, fellowship and FAITH! 

We will gather at the Double T Diner located on the corner of Rolling Rd. & Route 40W in Catonsville 
for an opportunity to feast & fellowship without regard for manners. A big platter of eggs and breakfast meat 
can be ordered or maybe even a warmed muffin and chocolate milk can be your choice as we gather in 

fellowship like Jesus and the Disciples and 
friends did so many times. Whatever you choose 
for breakfast, just know at this table everything 
comes with a side of faith! No agenda. No notes 
or sign-up. Just show up! Join us! Reach out to 
Brian Rosenberger, Tom Cover or Marty Clark 
for more information or a ride. Come, linger 
over another cup of coffee while sharing and 
caring for one another.  

2026 Womenõs Retreat Information 
Our next retreat will be held from April 24-26, 2026. We are back at Claggett with Pan and Sandi! At this 
point we have 1 double room available with one bed already taken. If extra rooms become available, Claggett 
will notify us. If you have decided to join us, be sure to let one of us put you on the waiting list. You will hear 
from us about mid-March to pay off the rooms. 

Susan Lundin 
Dana Rose 
Glorius Sullivan 

THANK YOU from the Daughters of the King  
The Daughters of the King give a big òTHANK YOUó to all who donated to our Hat and Mitten Collection 
for the children of 40 West Clients. You provided 24 hats, 2 scarves, 40 pairs of gloves, 11 pairs of mittens, 2 
sets of matching hats and gloves, and 1 set of earmuffs and gloves! We appreciate your generosity to help keep 
the children warm! 

Blessings, 

Glorius M. Sullivan, President 
Margaret Rollo Chapter of Daughters of the King 
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Fall Cleanup Day 
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Fall Cleanup Day 



 

9 

Community Formation g 

 

 

Commitment to Ministry h  

Recent Property Updates 
by Dave Murray 

We are staying busy....here're some issues we worked 
over the last several weeks: 

1. Fixed a power surge issue in Mario's office 

2. Fixed the  Parish House (PH) front foyer light 

3. Fixed PH kitchen cabinet door hinges 

4. Painted PH 1st floor bathroom window covers 

5. Fixed PH 2nd floor window latches & installed 
storm windows     

6. Relocated medical equipment from Youth House 
first floor closet to lower level to gain more storage 
space and easier access 

7. Removed a pew from the Nave to provide a 
comfortable space for those with wheelchairs & 
walkers to reside during a service 

8. Had all electric lines in the exposed section of the 
PH second floor cathedral ceiling relocated     

9. The 5 wells supporting the new PH geo-thermal 
HVAC system have been drilled, connected, and the 
pipes routed into the PH crawl space. They will be 
connected to the new system after the oil burners are 
removed in April. Grading of the area dug up will be 
done in warmer weather. 

10. Ductwork installation and the electric upgrade 
will occur in the next 2 months. 

Dave is chairman of the Property Committee 


