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Embracing Compassion and Inclusivity:
Pope Franci so Messadg

Last week, Rev. Thelma reminded me of some of thihis messagé as do I. At a time when environmental
profound qualities that defined the late Pope Francisoncerns are more urgent than ever, his leadership

il virtues he lived by and passed on to others. His continues to inspire action to protect the planet for
legacy is built on humility, compassion, care for ~ future generations. | encourage each of us to consider
creation, a deep commitment to peace, and a spirithow we can take practical steps in our own lives,

of inclusivity. Inspired, | began to dig deeper, whether through reducing waste, supporting

listening to news clips and reflections to better sustainable practices, or advocating for policies that
understand his papacy. protee ouednsronment. Everynsynallmaion addsaup, w
live in a time of harsh words and growing empathy and together, we can make a difference in preserving
gaps. Against this backdrop, the late Pope Francis the beauty of our world for those who come after us.
stands as a true example of kindness and love,
offering a message that still speaks to our hearts
today.

Perhaps Pope Franci sd humi
striking qualities. | remember watching him wash and
then kiss the feet of others during a Maundy Thursday
Since his election in 2013, Pope Francis consistentyer vi ce and t hinking, 0Gr
emphasized the importance of reaching outtothe anyoneds feet at a Maundy
marginalized and fostering a spirit of inclusivity. Hiswas deeply moved by his example. He chose simplicity
nowi coni c words, 0Who a noverluxurpand serdiag everstatgspEvdn e neath, me
response to a question about gay priests, reflect ensured his funeral reflected this humifityopting

profound humility and a call to embrace all people, for a plain coffin and, as much as he could control,
regardless of their background or circumstances. avoiding the usual grandeur. His life reminds us that

This Easter, as we celebrate the resurrection of  true leadership comes from serving others, and that
Christ, we are reminded of the transformative powehnumility is one of our greatest strengths. As we face

of love, mercy, and acceptantevalues that Pope  growing division in our country, let us strive to be

Francis embodied with quiet courage and grace. Asnore understanding of others and lead with

we reflect on these principles, let us ask ourselves compassion.

how we can embody the same compassion in our
daily lives, reaching out to those who may be
overlooked and creating a space where all feel
welcomed and loved.

During this Easter season, may we find inspiration in
Pope Francisod example to c
inclusivity, striving for transformation in our own lives.

Let us care for creation and approach one another

In addition to his focus on inclusivity, Pope Francis with humility and love. In doing so, we can help heal

was a strong advocate for the environment, urging tiee divisions in our society and create a more just and

to care for our common home. His encyclical compassionate world. May this season of renewal guide
L a u d actlle for&redewed commitment to us all toward a future filled with hope, unity, and love.
environmental stewardship, reminding us that caring
for creation is a moral responsibility. | know that our
Creation Caretakers group wholeheartedly supports

- The Reverend Dr. Mario Conliffe, Rector
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Worship

Sunday Worship at

J)in us for Sunday worship! We worship in the Churc8:@0 and 10:30 am
You can also join us for our 10:30 am worship on Zoom.

Hereds how you can join us on Zoom at 10: 30 ar
This is the link:https://usO02web.zoom.us/j/8487240444?pwd=ZkR3dU5zSE9OYUIQbGJjT2tKQkJILZz09

or you can go to your own Zoom page and use this info:
The Meeting ID: 848 724 0444
The password712150

AND, you can come early to have some fun at our Zoom Coffee Hour.

Music

18t Annual Bach at St. Bartholomew's

An annual series celebrating the keyboard music of J.S. Bach.

Organist and harpsichordist Dr. Theo. S. (Ted) Davis presents two unique concerts featuring

Bach's many musical personalities. A brief and informal lecture precedes each concert.

SUNDAY, May 4, 4:00 p.m.
“Bach to the Faith"

Wine and informal lecture at 3:45
Organ: Music from Clavieriibung Il

Prelude in E-flat (BWV 552.1)

Selected preludes on hymns of Martin Luther
Fugue in E-flat (BWV 552.2)



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8487240444?pwd=ZkR3dU5zSE9OYUlQbGJjT2tKQkJLZz09

Music ¢

A Note of Appreciation

by Barbara Yeager

If you were in St. Bartholomew's at 10:30 on Easter Sunday you were treated to the most beautiful Easter
music!Our choir is surely talented and the music they rendered on Easter Sunday was superb; nalougstion

it! (1 tuned in to several services on Zoom during Holy Week when | was unable to be there inSmrsorthere
was quite a bit of special music during Holy Week ending withdkter service.

They were ready to sing at any of our services during Holy \Weefou realize how many hours of

preparation are required to be prepared for such a wonderful rendition of music? Be thankful for them, and k
the way, choirs love to be thanked for their hours of preparation and rendition for any of our services. So |
personally want to sendilaank youto all of those who were involved in making our Easter Sesuwice

JOYFUL!

We are indeed very lucky to have Ted Davis with us each week on Sunday morning to hear what he and ou
choir will render for each of uAs a former choir director and organist | know the number of hours choir
members put in to enable us to hear such a beautiful and uplifting service! His talent is beyond belief and | jt
want everyone to know how fortunate we are to have him as our Choir Master and D®egtorusic is
perfection! And | hope you enjoy their music as much as Tlaanks from me to all involved!

Along with the beautiful choir renditions Ted ended our Easter service with one of the grandest Postludes of
all....... one of my favorites and Thelma Smullen's as Wetlcata, from Symphony No.By CharlesMarie
Widor! Anyone who can master that is a magnificemd accomplished musician!
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MUSIC at St. BARTHOLOMEW’S

presents

Haydn's
“Lord Nelson” Mass

(Missa in angustiis, Mass for troubled times)

a concert by the

St. Bartholomew Choir and friends
and soloists
with chamber orchestra

Sunday, June 8
7:30 p.m.

Franz Joseph Haydn is hailed as one of history’s most
prolific, creative, and high-quality composers. His “Lord
Nelson” Mass is widely considered to be one of his
greatest works.

The St. Bartholomew Choir is excited to be presenting
this timeless gem. All are invited.

Support our “’Lord Nelson” Mass” concert with a financial gift!
Proceeds benefit “Music at St. Bartholomew’s” and the parish outreach fund.

Give online at https://www.osvhub.com/stbs-md/giving/funds/music

OR fill and return this form, and send with check payable to St. Bartholomew's Episcopal Church, Memo: Music at St. Bartholomew's
to St. Bartholomew's Church, 4711 Edmondson Ave., Baltimore, MD 21229-1440.

To be acknowledged in the concert program, your gift must be received by the church office by June 2, 2025, in order to meet

publication deadlines. Thank you!

Contribution from

Phone

___BeaFriend for $ 25
___Be a Benefactor for $ 50
___Be a Sponsor for $100
___Be a Patron for $250

(Optional:) Given ___in honor of
___in memory of

Check here if you wish, as donor,
to remain anonymous.

Sy

*Online donors:
<— This ‘optional’ information

can be provided in the blank
“Notes”

(Optional:) Who might we notify of your generosity?:
(provide name and mailing or e-mail address
of honoree or their kin)




Music ¢

Spring Choir Camp is Coming in May!

Do you know kids in grades 3 through 8 who like to sing8t . Barthol omewds hosts
Baltimore (CSWB), a FREE music education program open to the community. Students learn sightreading
skills, vocal production, and choral technique. We also offer regular social events for fun and group building.

We offer regular classes from580 30 pm every Thursday. ltds not t
(FridaySaturdaySunday) camp opportunities coming up:

Spring Choir Camp May 1618, 20253 Note that Baltimore City and County schools are on a thayf
schedule on Friday 5/16

12 Noon to 4:00 pm Friday, May 16: Singing, games, and recreation
9:00 am to 4:00 pm Saturday, May 17: Singing, and a field trip
9: 00 am to 1:00 pm Sunday, May 18: Singing at ¢

For information and registration, contact
Corinne Bowmaker 416993143
zencorinne@hotmail.com
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Playing streamside at 2024 Summer Choir Camyn the choir stalls viewing organ pipes, 2024 Summer Choir Can

Save the Date: Summer Choir Camp
August 8-10, 2025

Save the dates for our 4" annual Summer Choir Camp! More information to come.




h  Theological Reflection

Ode to the Hummingbird

submitted by Janet Aldrich

My first two submissions for this year were fioensihectivef bold, laboring animals; this one features a tiny (but

mi ghty!), delicately | aboring critter of poet Pa
miniature flag in flight, 6 both apt metaphors fo
as o0a light within the Iight/air within the aireo
together at Pentecost (June 8). Birds see the world through vastly different lenses and perspectives than we
of, as does the Holy Spirit, who binds us with G
Trinity (June 15) into this holy season.
Ode to the Hummingbird
(Wildly excerpted by JDA! Itds a | ong
The hummingbird What is your substance?
in flight €..a golden at om,
is a watesspark, the last cosmic scale,
an incandescent drip a drop of terrestrial fire
ée. fire, took flight,
the jungle's suspending your splendor,
flaming resume, your iridescent,
a heavenly, swift sapphire.
precise
rainbow: é.a light within the 1igh
the hummingbird is air within the air.
an arc, €. From scarlet to dusty g
a golden to yellow flames,....
thread, little supreme being,
a green you are a miracle,
Bonfire! shimmering
Oh e .
tiny You are a suseed,
living plumed
lightning, fire,
when a miniature
you hover flag
in the air, in flighteé.
you are
a body of pollen, ~~ Pablo Neruda
a feather
or hot coal,
| ask you:

(As always, dear readers, it is important to state that my interpretations of poems (and the images) in this
column are solely my own and in no way suggest or assume the theology or intention of the poets! ~ JDA
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Tuesday Mid-Day Sankofa Circle in May

An Invitation to join a Sankofa Circle this May from the Rev. Thelma Smullen and Chuck Sullivan

Periodically throughout the year, we form a Zoom Sankofa
Circle at midday on Tuesdays. We meet to reflect on tt
previous Sunday lessons and serridé@ also include a
brief worship liturgy. The Sankofa Circle is a wonderful
opportunity to get to know other members of our faith
community as we share our perspectives and experien

We have been doing these Sankofa Circles for many y
so the group is forever changing. That makes our shar
rich and specialWe hope you will join us for the month «
May, just four weeks, from 11:45 am to 1:15 pm beginr
Tuesday, May 6.

Email Chuck athgl@verizon.neor Thelma
at tasmullen@gmail.corfor the Zoom link and the
materials you will need.

The Sankofa bird is a Ghaniagmbol. It means learning
from the past to build a good future.

St Bos Menos

May 17 and June 21
8:30 am

Double T Diner
(Located at the corner of Route 40 and Rolling Road)

All ages are welcome!

Need more info (or a ride)?
Contact Brian Rosenberger (bjrosenberger9273@gmail.com)
or Marty Clark (peaceclark1@gmail.com)



mailto:chgl@verizon.net
mailto:tasmullen@gmail.com
mailto:bjrosenberger9273@gmail.com
mailto:peaceclark1@gmail.com

g Community Formation

The Classics

The Classics will be meeting on Wednesday, May 21, our last get
together before the summer bre@ur program starts promptly at

11:00 am, so come a bit earlier to gather and greet fellow Classics
friends! After t hedspbringgyoualumch. Wee 06 |
provide the drinks and desserts. We do need some volunteers to bring
desserts so please call Barbara Yeaged@B0407) if you are able to
bring a dessert for the group in May.

For our May program, we are pleased to welcome back Mary Ann Jung, the\¥wvanag
Actress and Smithsonian Scholar, and a favorite guest entertainer for the Classics! £
appeared on CNN and Good Morning Amerarad in newspapers around the country. £
has been a lead actress and Director of History and Shakespearean Language at the
Maryland Renaissance Festival for 40 years. She was also Director of Family Perfori
and Street Theater at ArtScape for 10 years. Ms. Jung performs in the authentic cos
accentsand attitudes for her heroines of history. ldkows are educational and

entertaining for alRbsala@averiof Rlveridale us as t o

In 1794 Henri Stier and his family, including sixtegrarold Rosalie, fled their home in Antwerp to escape
France's advancing army. They only planned to stay in America until it was safe to return home. However, th
fighting dragged on, so the Stiers settled into life in a new country and culture. The vivacious Rosalie marriec
George Calvert in 1799. When her father finally did go back to Antwerp, he made the unusual move of leavir
his plantation in Bladensburg, "Riversdale Plantation", to his daughter Reralider husband, which was

the customBe swept into the action of the War of 1812-Re the dramatic Battle of Bladensbufreand

find out how close it came to Rosalieds beloved
President and Dolley Madisomfrill to the stirring creation of the StéBpangled Banner by Francis Scott Key,
who married Rosalieds friend Polly.

The Classics welcomes adults ages 50 and up and requests a donation of $2.00 per person each month to f
our Classics budget. Come and enjoy Mary Ann Jun
participants for this last Classics gathering until September!

Newcomers Breakfast! &YOU

If youdre new to St. B&és, we invi = & eak
June 8, 9:00 am to 10: 20 am. We § T T 00
tasty breakfast, do introductions, and have the opportunity to ask Father M B E lO N 6

whateverds on your mind about St. vV e

with Bryan MacKay anackay@umbc.edwr see him in church.  _cceeeeeeeea L



mailto:mackay@umbc.edu
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2025 Womendos Retrea

We will meet for the retreat this year about 8:00 am on Saturday, June 29. You will enter through a lobby whe
someone will direct you to the Potel Meeting Room. They do have a room to store your luggage in or you cal
leave it in your car. We will have food there for a Continental Breakfast and about an hour to socialize before
we start the retreat. Room check in is at 4:00 pm, so we will end the day part of our retreat about that time fo
room checkin and dinner. After dinner the retreat will continue for another short period of time. We have
reserved a fire pit for everyone i f you want to
making before retiring for the night. Maybe Leah can lead us in Kumbaya!

Sunday we have reserved their beautiful church for a service at 9:30 am. We can then finish up the retreat b
in the Potel Meeting Room. | would imagine we will end the retreat about lunch time as there are no more
meals in our package.

Please take a few minutes to pull up the Bon Secours Retreat and Conference Center online and explore thi:
beautiful place before you go there. (Hint: Bring your bathing suit!) The pictures show you the many places t
sit and be alone and places for small groups to meet.

If anyone has not signed up yet and would like to attend, please contact Susan Lundin at
slundin1014@aol.come can probably take as many commuters as would like to attend. Lodgers would
depend on the number of rooms they still have available for that night. The balance is due by May 16, 2025,
are requests for new sign ups.



mailto:slundin1014@aol.com
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Claggett Summer Camp Programs

The Bishop Claggett Center is a
wonderful resource for The Episcop
Diocese of Maryland. Saint \
Barthol omewds ha
this resource in many way¥estry,
Mends, and Women g
often used this beautiful and sacred f
space. Another opportunity is for
children, youth, and families to atteng
summer camp programs.

Summer Camps at Claggett are
Christian formation ministries of the
Episcopal Dioceses of Maryland andg=
Washington. Camp is grounded in
Scripture and tradition and encourag, "5
campers and staff to use their whole
selves as ways to explore the Christian Story. Each week a chaplain participates in all camp activities, and
supports the ministry of camp through prayer, participation and spiritual direction.

Claggett hosts a number of summer camps eacld yearre details are available at
https://www.claggettcenter.org/youpinograms

2025 Camp Sessions:

Sassafras Seniors Week: JunQ%grades completed:12)

Camp Spirit Songlune 227 (For youth grades& | mpacted by a family membe
Family Camp: June 29uly 2 (For families of all ages, shapes, and sizes!)

Mulberry Middle Week: July-61 (grades completed:&

Juneberry Juniors Week: JUB18 (grades completed:6)

Adventure Camp: July 205 (Grades completed:8} special focus on outdoor skills and activities)

Cl: Claggett

summen CFIMP 2025
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Faith Forum in May

Sunday, May 4

Brigit Molony will be presenting about the Baltimore Peace Movement, formerly known as Ceasefire. St. B's
has been connected with the movement since its beginning and we'll learn more about how it has evolved at
ways to connect further.

Sunday, May 18

Pastor Alex Stone is the pastor of Olivet Baptist Church, one of the other two congregations who uses our
church for servicedoe Twist will hold a conversation with Pastor Stone to learn about the Baptist faith and
his congregation.

Faith Forum wi | not meet on Mot hersd Day (May 1
a break during the summer and will return in the Autumn.

Christian Formation for All Ages

The Cribbery provides childcare for infants and children up to age 5, open on Sundays from 10:00 am Noon.

Chi | dr e mé&ets oM&unddy mornings during the 10:30 am service. Just after the Epistle (second
reading), children in the church, age 3 through grade 5, gather with their teachers in the Undercroft.

D-Group, for those in grades-6l2, meets every Sunday, 9:QI0:00 in the Youth House.

Episcopal 102meets on Zoom on the second and fourth Mondays from 5:30 to 6:50 pm. This is an Inquirer's
Class, a class for adults who wish to prepare for confirmation or reception into the Episcopal Church. This
can also serve as a refresher course for those already confirmed or received in years past. Topics include
scripture, worship, church history, and ethics.

Sunday Faith Forumme et s on Sunday mornings at 9:15 on Zoo
and adults.

Tuesday Sankofa Groups and Bible Studieseet at midday and evening for throughout the year on Zoom.

11
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D Group Update

The Mighty St B's

represented at
Happening #18!

)

\ :
ENE,

PR L AT

12



Christian Formation (

13



g

Christian Formation

14



