
 

  

Embracing Compassion and Inclusivity:  
Pope Francisõ Message for our Times 

APOSTLE  The  

this message ñ as do I. At a time when environmental 
concerns are more urgent than ever, his leadership 
continues to inspire action to protect the planet for 
future generations. I encourage each of us to consider 
how we can take practical steps in our own lives, 
whether through reducing waste, supporting 
sustainable practices, or advocating for policies that 
protect our environment. Every small action adds up, 
and together, we can make a difference in preserving 
the beauty of our world for those who come after us. 

Perhaps Pope Francisõ humility was one of his most 
striking qualities. I remember watching him wash and 
then kiss the feet of others during a Maundy Thursday 
service and thinking, òGross, Iõm never kissing 
anyoneõs feet at a Maundy Thursday service.ó But I 
was deeply moved by his example. He chose simplicity 
over luxury and service over status. Even in death, he 
ensured his funeral reflected this humility ñ opting 
for a plain coffin and, as much as he could control, 
avoiding the usual grandeur. His life reminds us that 
true leadership comes from serving others, and that 
humility is one of our greatest strengths. As we face 
growing division in our country, let us strive to be 
more understanding of others and lead with 
compassion. 

During this Easter season, may we find inspiration in 
Pope Francisõ example to cultivate compassion and 
inclusivity, striving for transformation in our own lives. 
Let us care for creation and approach one another 
with humility and love. In doing so, we can help heal 
the divisions in our society and create a more just and 
compassionate world. May this season of renewal guide 
us all toward a future filled with hope, unity, and love. 

- The Reverend Dr. Mario Conliffe, Rector 

Last week, Rev. Thelma reminded me of some of the 
profound qualities that defined the late Pope Francis 
ñ virtues he lived by and passed on to others. His 
legacy is built on humility, compassion, care for 
creation, a deep commitment to peace, and a spirit 
of inclusivity. Inspired, I began to dig deeper, 
listening to news clips and reflections to better 
understand his papacy. Thereõs no denying that we 
live in a time of harsh words and growing empathy 
gaps. Against this backdrop, the late Pope Francis 
stands as a true example of kindness and love, 
offering a message that still speaks to our hearts 
today. 

Since his election in 2013, Pope Francis consistently 
emphasized the importance of reaching out to the 
marginalized and fostering a spirit of inclusivity. His 
now-iconic words, òWho am I to judge?ó spoken in 
response to a question about gay priests, reflect 
profound humility and a call to embrace all people, 
regardless of their background or circumstances. 
This Easter, as we celebrate the resurrection of 
Christ, we are reminded of the transformative power 
of love, mercy, and acceptance ñ values that Pope 
Francis embodied with quiet courage and grace. As 
we reflect on these principles, let us ask ourselves 
how we can embody the same compassion in our 
daily lives, reaching out to those who may be 
overlooked and creating a space where all feel 
welcomed and loved. 

In addition to his focus on inclusivity, Pope Francis 
was a strong advocate for the environment, urging us 
to care for our common home. His encyclical 
Laudato Siõ calls for a renewed commitment to 
environmental stewardship, reminding us that caring 
for creation is a moral responsibility. I know that our 
Creation Caretakers group wholeheartedly supports 
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 Sunday Worship at St. Bõs 

J oin us for Sunday worship! We worship in the Church at 8:00 and 10:30 am.  

You can also join us for our 10:30 am worship on Zoom. 

Hereõs how you can join us on Zoom at 10:30 am: 
This is the link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8487240444?pwd=ZkR3dU5zSE9OYUlQbGJjT2tKQkJLZz09  

or you can go to your own Zoom page and use this info: 
The Meeting ID:  848 724 0444  
The password:  712150  

AND, you can come early to have some fun at our Zoom Coffee Hour. 

h 

h 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8487240444?pwd=ZkR3dU5zSE9OYUlQbGJjT2tKQkJLZz09
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Summer Choir Camp 
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A Note of Appreciation  
 by Barbara Yeager 

If you were in St. Bartholomew's at 10:30 on Easter Sunday you were treated to the most beautiful Easter 
music! Our choir is surely talented and the music they rendered on Easter Sunday was superb; no question about 
it!  (I tuned in to several services on Zoom during Holy Week when I was unable to be there in person.) So.......there 
was quite a bit of special music during Holy Week ending with the Easter service. 

They were ready to sing at any of our services during Holy Week. Do you realize how many hours of 
preparation are required to be prepared for such a wonderful rendition of music? Be thankful for them, and by 
the way, choirs love to be thanked for their hours of preparation and rendition for any of our services. So I 
personally want to send a thank you to all of those who were involved in making our Easter Service so 
JOYFUL! 

We are indeed very lucky to have Ted Davis with us each week on Sunday morning to hear what he and our 
choir will render for each of us. As a former choir director and organist I know the number of hours choir 
members put in to enable us to hear such a beautiful and uplifting service! His talent is beyond belief and I just 
want everyone to know how fortunate we are to have him as our Choir Master and Director. Our music is 
perfection! And I hope you enjoy their music as much as I do. Thanks from me to all involved! 

Along with the beautiful choir renditions Ted ended our Easter service with one of the grandest Postludes of 
all....... one of my favorites and Thelma Smullen's as well - Toccata, from Symphony No.5  by Charles-Marie 
Widor! Anyone who can master that is a magnificent and accomplished musician! 
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Summer Choir Camp 

 g 

 

Do you know kids in grades 3 through 8 who like to sing? St. Bartholomewõs hosts the Choir School of West 
Baltimore (CSWB), a FREE music education program open to the community. Students learn sightreading 
skills, vocal production, and choral technique. We also offer regular social events for fun and group building. 

We offer regular classes from 5:30-6:30 pm every Thursday. Itõs not too late to join us! We also have weekend 
(Friday-Saturday-Sunday) camp opportunities coming up: 

Spring Choir Camp, May 16-18, 2025 ð Note that Baltimore City and County schools are on a half-day 
schedule on Friday 5/16 

12 Noon to 4:00 pm Friday, May 16: Singing, games, and recreation  

9:00 am to 4:00 pm Saturday, May 17: Singing, and a field trip 

9:00 am to 1:00 pm Sunday, May 18: Singing at St. Bõs Sunday worship service followed by a picnic lunch 
 

For information and registration, contact 
Corinne Bowmaker 410-599-3143 

zencorinne@hotmail.com 

Spring Choir Camp is Coming in May!  

Playing streamside at 2024 Summer Choir Camp In the choir stalls viewing organ pipes, 2024 Summer Choir Camp  
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In the Beginning Was the Word  

The hummingbird 
in flight 
is a water-spark, 
an incandescent drip 
é.fire, 
the jungle's 
flaming resume, 
a heavenly, 
precise 
rainbow: 
the hummingbird is 
an arc, 
a golden 
thread, 
a green 
Bonfire! 
Oh 
tiny 
living 
lightning, 
when 
you hover 
in the air, 
you are 
a body of pollen, 
a feather 
or hot coal, 
I ask you: 

What is your substance? 
é..a golden atom, 
the last cosmic scale, 
a drop of terrestrial fire 
took flight, 
suspending your splendor, 
your iridescent, 
swift sapphire. 
 
é.a light within the light, 
air within the air. 
é.From scarlet to dusty gold, 
to yellow flames,.... 
little supreme being, 
you are a miracle, 
shimmering 
é. 
You are a sun-seed, 
plumed 
fire, 
a miniature 
flag 
in flighté. 
 

~~ Pablo Neruda  

submitted by Janet Aldrich 

My first two submissions for this year were from the perspective of bold, laboring animals; this one features a tiny (but 
mighty!), delicately laboring critter of poet Pablo Nerudaõs delighting, a hummingbird: òa precise rainbowó and òa 
miniature flag in flight,ó both apt metaphors for Eastertide (through May) resurrection! He also sees the hummingbird 
as òa light within the light/air within the airó, which in my mind portrays the SWOOSH of the Holy Spirit binding us 
together at Pentecost (June 8). Birds see the world through vastly different lenses and perspectives than we are capable 
of, as does the Holy Spirit, who binds us with God and Jesus with Her ògolden thread.ó Let us rest all together with the 
Trinity (June 15) into this holy season. 

Ode to the Hummingbird  

(As always, dear readers, it is important to state that my interpretations of poems (and the images) in this 

column are solely my own and in no way suggest or assume the theology or intention of the poets!  ~  JDA) 

Ode to the Hummingbird 

(Wildly excerpted by JDA! Itõs a long ode!) 
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An Invitation to join a Sankofa Circle this May from the Rev. Thelma Smullen and Chuck Sullivan 

Periodically throughout the year, we form a Zoom Sankofa 
Circle at midday on Tuesdays. We meet to reflect on the 
previous Sunday lessons and sermon. We also include a 
brief worship liturgy. The Sankofa Circle is a wonderful 
opportunity to get to know other members of our faith 
community as we share our perspectives and experiences.  

We have been doing these Sankofa Circles for many years, 
so the group is forever changing. That makes our sharing 
rich and special. We hope you will join us for the month of 
May, just four weeks, from 11:45 am to 1:15 pm beginning 
Tuesday, May 6. 

Email Chuck at chgl@verizon.net or Thelma 
at tasmullen@gmail.com for the Zoom link and the 
materials you will need. 

The Sankofa bird is a Ghanian symbol. It means learning 
from the past to build a good future.  

 

Tuesday Mid-Day Sankofa Circle in May 

St Bõs Menõs Breakfast 

mailto:chgl@verizon.net
mailto:tasmullen@gmail.com
mailto:bjrosenberger9273@gmail.com
mailto:peaceclark1@gmail.com


 

8 

g  

The Classics 
The Classics will be meeting on Wednesday, May 21, our last get 
together before the summer break. Our program starts promptly at 
11:00 am, so come a bit earlier to gather and greet fellow Classics 
friends! After the program, weõll have lunch ð so bring your lunch. We 
provide the drinks and desserts. We do need some volunteers to bring 
desserts so please call Barbara Yeager (410-465-0407) if you are able to 
bring a dessert for the group in May.   

 
For our May program, we are pleased to welcome back Mary Ann Jung, the Award-Winning 
Actress and Smithsonian Scholar, and a favorite guest entertainer for the Classics! She has 
appeared on CNN and Good Morning America and in newspapers around the country. She 
has been a lead actress and Director of History and Shakespearean Language at the 
Maryland Renaissance Festival for 40 years. She was also Director of Family Performances 
and Street Theater at ArtScape for 10 years. Ms. Jung performs in the authentic costumes, 
accents and attitudes for her heroines of history. Her shows are educational and 
entertaining for all ages! Join us as we òmeetó Rosalie Calvert of Riversdale 

 
In 1794 Henri Stier and his family, including sixteen-year-old Rosalie, fled their home in Antwerp to escape 
France's advancing army. They only planned to stay in America until it was safe to return home. However, the 
fighting dragged on, so the Stiers settled into life in a new country and culture. The vivacious Rosalie married 
George Calvert in 1799. When her father finally did go back to Antwerp, he made the unusual move of leaving 
his plantation in Bladensburg, "Riversdale Plantation", to his daughter Rosalie -- not her husband, which was 
the custom. Be swept into the action of the War of 1812! Re-live the dramatic Battle of Bladensburg ---and 
find out how close it came to Rosalieõs beloved Riversdale. Which lucky guests will be chosen to portray 
President and Dolley Madison? Thrill to the stirring creation of the Star-Spangled Banner by Francis Scott Key, 
who married Rosalieõs friend Polly.  
 
The Classics welcomes adults ages 50 and up and requests a donation of $2.00 per person each month to fund 
our Classics budget. Come and enjoy Mary Ann Jungõs presentation and getting together with fellow 
participants for this last Classics gathering until September!   

Newcomers Breakfast! 
 

If youõre new to St. Bõs, we invite you to breakfast with the Rector on Sunday, 
June 8, 9:00 am to 10:20 am.  Weõll meet at 9:00 am in the Youth House, enjoy a 
tasty breakfast, do introductions, and have the opportunity to ask Father Mario 
whateverõs on your mind about St. Bõs. These events are popular, so please RSVP 
with Bryan MacKay at mackay@umbc.edu, or see him in church. 

mailto:mackay@umbc.edu
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2025 Womenõs Retreat Update 
We will meet for the retreat this year about 8:00 am on Saturday, June 29. You will enter through a lobby where 
someone will direct you to the Potel Meeting Room. They do have a room to store your luggage in or you can 
leave it in your car. We will have food there for a Continental Breakfast and about an hour to socialize before 
we start the retreat. Room check in is at 4:00 pm, so we will end the day part of our retreat about that time for 
room check-in and dinner. After dinner the retreat will continue for another short period of time. We have 
reserved a fire pit for everyone if you want to meet out there for a bit of conversation and (maybe) sõmore 
making before retiring for the night. Maybe Leah can lead us in Kumbaya!   

Sunday we have reserved their beautiful church for a service at 9:30 am. We can then finish up the retreat back 
in the Potel Meeting Room. I would imagine we will end the retreat about lunch time as there are no more 
meals in our package. 

Please take a few minutes to pull up the Bon Secours Retreat and Conference Center online and explore this 
beautiful place before you go there. (Hint: Bring your bathing suit!) The pictures show you the many places to 
sit and be alone and places for small groups to meet.  

If anyone has not signed up yet and would like to attend, please contact Susan Lundin at 
slundin1014@aol.com. We can probably take as many commuters as would like to attend. Lodgers would 
depend on the number of rooms they still have available for that night. The balance is due by May 16, 2025, as 
are requests for new sign ups. 

mailto:slundin1014@aol.com
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Claggett Summer Camp Programs 
The Bishop Claggett Center is a 
wonderful resource for The Episcopal 
Diocese of Maryland. Saint 
Bartholomewõs has taken advantage of 
this resource in many ways ð Vestry, 
Menõs, and Womenõs retreats have 
often used this beautiful and sacred 
space. Another opportunity is for 
children, youth, and families to attend 
summer camp programs. 

Summer Camps at Claggett are 
Christian formation ministries of the 
Episcopal Dioceses of Maryland and 
Washington. Camp is grounded in 
Scripture and tradition and encourages 
campers and staff to use their whole 
selves as ways to explore the Christian Story. Each week a chaplain participates in all camp activities, and 
supports the ministry of camp through prayer, participation and spiritual direction.  

Claggett hosts a number of summer camps each year ð more details are available at  

https://www.claggettcenter.org/youth-programs 

2025 Camp Sessions: 

Sassafras Seniors Week: June 15-20 (grades completed: 8-12) 

Camp Spirit Song: June 22-27 (For youth grades 4-8 impacted by a family memberõs opioid substance abuse) 

Family Camp: June 29- July 2 (For families of all ages, shapes, and sizes!) 

Mulberry Middle Week: July 6-11 (grades completed: 6-8) 

Juneberry Juniors Week: July 13-18 (grades completed: 2-6) 

Adventure Camp: July 20-25 (Grades completed: 4-8, special focus on outdoor skills and activities) 

https://www.claggettcenter.org/youth-programs
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Faith Forum in May  
Sunday, May 4 

Brigit Molony will be presenting about the Baltimore Peace Movement, formerly known as Ceasefire. St. B's 
has been connected with the movement since its beginning and we'll learn more about how it has evolved and 
ways to connect further. 

Sunday, May 18  

Pastor Alex Stone is the pastor of Olivet Baptist Church, one of the other two congregations who uses our 
church for services. Joe Twist will hold a conversation with Pastor Stone to learn about the Baptist faith and 
his congregation. 

 

Faith Forum will not meet on Mothersõ Day (May 11) or Memorial Day weekend (May 25). Faith Forum takes 
a break during the summer and will return in the Autumn.   

The Cribbery provides childcare for infants and children up to age 5, open on Sundays from 10:00 am Noon. 

Childrenõs Word meets on Sunday mornings during the 10:30 am service. Just after the Epistle (second 

reading), children in the church, age 3 through grade 5, gather with their teachers in the Undercroft. 

D-Group, for those in grades 6 - 12, meets every Sunday, 9:00 - 10:00 in the Youth House.  

Episcopal 102 meets on Zoom on the second and fourth Mondays from 5:30 to 6:50 pm. This is an Inquirer's 
Class, a class for adults who wish to prepare for confirmation or reception into the Episcopal Church. This 
can also serve as a refresher course for those already confirmed or received in years past. Topics include 
scripture, worship, church history, and ethics.  

Sunday Faith Forum meets on Sunday mornings at 9:15 on Zoom and in the Parish House. Itõs for older youth 
and adults.  

Tuesday Sankofa Groups and Bible Studies meet at mid-day and evening for throughout the year on Zoom.  

Christian Formation for All Ages  
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D Group Update  
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